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INTRODUCTION

Microarray informatics is a rapidly expanding disci-
pline in which large amounts of multi-dimensional data
are compressed into small storage units. Data mining of
microarrays can be performed using techniques such as
drill-down analysis rather than classical data analysis on
arecord-by-record basis. Both data and metadata can be
captured in microarray experiments. The latter may be
constructed by obtaining data samples from an experi-
ment. Extractions can be made from these samples and
formed into homogeneous arrays that are needed for
higher level analysis and mining.

Biologists and geneticists find microarray analy-
sis as both a practical and appropriate method of storing
images, together with pixel or spot intensities and iden-
tifiers, and other information about the experiment.

BACKGROUND

A Microarray has been defined by Schena (2003) as “an
ordered array of microscopic elements in a planar sub-
strate that allows the specific binding of genes or gene
products.” Schena (2003) claims microarray databases
as “a widely recognized next revolution in molecular
biology that enables scientists to analyze genes, pro-
teins, and other biological molecules on a genomic
scale.”

According to an article (2004) on the National Cen-
ter for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) Web site,
“because microarrays can be used to examine the ex-
pression of hundreds or thousands of genes at once, it
promises to revolutionize the way scientists examine
gene expression,” and “this technology is still consid-
ered to be in its infancy.”

The following Figure I is from a presentation by
Kennedy (2003) of CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific
& Industrial Research Organisation) in Australia as
available on the Web, and illustrates an overview of the
microarray process starting with sequence data of indi-
vidual clones that can be organized into libraries. Indi-
vidual samples are taken from the library as spots and
arranged by robots onto slides that are then scanned by
lasers. The image scanned by lasers is than quantified
according to the color generated by each individual spot

that are then organized into a results set as a text file that
can then be subjected to analyses such as data mining.

Jagannathan (2002) of the Swiss Institute of
Bioinformatics (SIB) described databases for
microarrays including their construction from
microarray experiments such as gathering data from
cells subjected to more than one conditions. The latter
are hybridized to a microarray that is stored after the
experiment by methods such as scanned images. Hence
data is to be stored both before and after the experi-
ments, and the software used must be capable of dealing
with large volumes of both numeric and image data.
Jagannathan (2002) also discussed some of the most
promising existing non-commercial microarray data-
bases of ArrayExpress, which is a public microarray
gene expression repository, the Gene Express Omnibus
(GEO), which is a gene expression database hosted at
the National Library of Medicine, and GeneX, which is
an open source database and integrated tool set released
by the National Center for Genome Resources (NCGR)
in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Grant (2001) wrote an entire thesis on microarray
databases describing the scene for its application to
genetics and the human genome and its sequence of the
three billion-letter sequences of genes. Kim (2002)
presented improved analytical methods for micro-array
based genome composition analysis by selecting a sig-
nal value that is used as a cutoff to discriminate present

Figure 1. Overview of the microarray process (Kennedy,
(2003)
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and divergent genes. Do et al. (2003) provided compara-
tive evaluation of microarray-based gene expression
databases by analyzing the requirements for microarray
data management, and Sherlock (2003) discussed storage
and retrieval of microarray data for molecular biology.

Kemmeren (2001) described a bioinformatics pipe-
line for supporting microarray analysis with example of
production and analysis of DNA (Deoxyribonucleic
Acid) microarrays that require informatics support.
Gonclaves & Marks (2002) discussed roles and require-
ments for a research microarray database.

An XML description language called MAML
(Microarray Annotation Markup Language) has been
developed to allow communication with other databases
worldwide (Cover Pages 2002). Liu (2004) discusses
microarray databases and MIAME (Minimal Informa-
tion about a Microarray Experiment) that defines what
information at least should be stored. For example, the
MIAME for array design would be the definite structure
and definition of each array used and their elements. The
Microarray Gene Expression Database Group (MGED)
composed and developed the recommendations for
microarray data annotations for both MAIME and MAML
in 2000 and 2001 respectively in Cambridge, United
Kingdom.

Jonassen (2002) presents a microarray informatics
resource Web page that includes surveys and introduc-
tory papers on informatics aspects, and database and
software links. Another resourceful Web site is that
from the Lawrence Livermore National Labs (2003)
entitled Microarray Links that provides an extensive list
of active Web links for the categories of databases,
microarray labs, and software and tools including data
mining tools.

University-wide database systems have been estab-
lished such as at Yale as the Yale Microarray Database
(YMD) to support large-scale integrated analysis of
large amounts of gene expression data produced by a
wide variety of microarray experiments for different
organisms as described by Cheung (2004), and similarly
at Stanford with Stanford Microarray Database (SMD)
as described by both Sherlock (2001) and Selis (2003).

Microarray Image analysis is currently included in
university curricula, such as in Rouchka (2003) Intro-
duction to Bioinformatics graduate course at University
of Louisville.

In relation to the State of Arkansas, the medical
school is situated in Little Rock and is known as the
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS).
A Bioinformatics Center is housed within UAMS that is
involved with the management of microarray data. The
software utilized at UAMS for microarray analysis in-
cludes BASE (BioArray Software Environment) and

AMAD, which is a Web driven database system written
entirely in PERL and JavaScript (UAMS, Bioinformatics
Center, 2004).

MAIN THRUST

The purpose of this article is to help clarify the meaning
of microarray informatics. The latter is addressed by
summarizing some illustrations of applications of data
mining to microarray databases specifically for bio-
technology.

First, it needs to be stated which data mining tools
are useful in data mining of microarrays. SAS Enterprise
Miner, which was used in Segall et al. (2003, 2004a,
2004b) as discussed below contains the major data
mining tools of decisions trees, regression, neural net-
works, and clustering, and also other data mining tools
such as association rules, variable selection, and link
analysis. All of these are useful data mining tools for
microarray databases regardless if using SAS Enter-
prise Miner or not. In fact, an entire text has been written
by Draghici (2003) on data analysis tools for DNA
microarrays that includes these data mining tools as
well as numerous others tools such as analysis of func-
tional categories and statistical procedure of correc-
tions for multiple comparisons.

Scientific and Statistical Data Mining
and Visual Data Mining for Genomes

Data mining of microarray databases has been discussed
by Deyholos (2002) for bioinformatics by methods that
include correlation of patterns and identifying the sig-
nificance analysis of microarrays (SAM) for genes within
DNA. Visual data mining was utilized to distinguish the
intensity of data filtering and the effect of normaliza-
tion of the data using regression plots.

Tong (2002) discusses supporting microarray stud-
ies for toxicogenomic databases through data integra-
tion with public data and applying visual data mining
such as ScatterPlot viewer.

Chen et al. (2003) presented a statistical approach
using a Gene Expression Analysis Refining System
(GEARS).

Piatetsky-Shapiro and Tamayo (2003) discussed the
main types of challenges for microarrray data mining as
including gene selection, classification, and clustering.
According to Piatetsky-Shapiro and Tamayo (2003), one
ofthe important challenges for data mining of microarrays
is that “the difficulty of collecting microarray samples
causes the number of samples to remain small” and “while
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the number of fields corresponding to the number of genes
is typically in the thousands” this “creates a high likeli-
hood of finding false positives.”

Piatetsky-Shapiro and Tamayo (2003) identify areas in
which micorarrays and data mining tools can be im-
proved that include “better accuracy, more robust mod-
els and estimators” as well as better appropriate biologi-
cal interpretation of the computational or statistical
results for those microarrays constructed from bio-
medical or DNA data.

Piatetsky-Shapiro and Tamayo (2003) summarize up
the areas in which microarray and microarry data mining
tools can be improved by stating:

Typically a computational researcher will apply his or
her favorite algorithm to some microarray dataset and
quickly obtain a voluminous set of results. These results
are likely to be useful but only if they can be put in
context and followed up with more detailed studies, for
example by a biologist or a clinical researcher. Often
this follow up and interpretation is not done carefully
enough because of the additional significant research
involvement, the lack of domain expertise or proper
collaborators, or due to the limitations of the
computational analysis itself.

Draghici (2003) discussed in-depth other challenges
in using microarrays specifically for gene expression
studies, such as being very noisy or prone to error after
the scanning and image processing steps, consensus as to
how to perform normalization, and the fact that
microarrays are not necessarily able to substitute com-
pletely other biological factors or tools in the realm of
the molecular biologist.

Mamitsuka et al. (2003) mined biological active pat-
terns in metabolic pathways using microarray expres-
sion profiles. Mamitsuka (2003) utilized microarray
data sets of gene expressions on yeast proteins.

Curran et al. (2003) performed statistical methods
for joint data mining of gene expressions and DNA
sequence databases. The statistical methods used in-
clude linear mixed effect model, cluster analysis, and
logistic regression.

Zaki et al. (2003) reported on an overview of the
papers on data mining in bioinformatics as presented at
the International Conference on Knowledge Discovery
and Data Mining held in Washington, DC in August 2003.
Some of the novel data mining techniques discussed in
papers at this conference included gene expression analy-
sis, protein/RNA (ribonucleic acid) structure predic-
tion, and gene finding.
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Scientific and Statistical Data Mining
and Visual Data Mining for Plants

Segalletal. (2003,2004a,2004b) performed data mining
for assessing the impact of environmental stresses on
plant geonomics and specifically for plant data from the
Osmotic Stress Microarray Information Database
(OSMID). The latter databases are considered to be
representative of those that could be used for biotech
application such as the manufacture of plant-made-phar-
maceuticals (PMP) and genetically modified (GM) foods.

The Osmotic Stress Microarray Information Data-
base (OSMID) database that was used in the data mining
in Segall et al. (2003, 2004a, 2004b) contains the
results of approximately 100 microarray experiments
performed at the University of Arizona as part of a
National Science Foundation (NSF) funded project
named the “The Functional Genomics of Plant Stress”
whose data constitutes a data warehouse.

The OSMID microarray database is available for
public access on the Web hosted by Universite
Montpellier II (2003) in France, and the OSMID con-
tains information about the more than 20,000 ESTs
(Experimental Stress Tolerances) that were used to
produce these arrays. These 20,000 ESTs could be
considered as components of data warehouse of plant
microarray databases that was subjected to data mining
in Segall et al. (2003, 2004a, 2004b). The data mining
was performed using SAS Enterprise Miner and its
cluster analysis module that yielded both scientific and
statistical data mining as well as visual data mining. The
conclusions of Segall et al. (2003, 2004a, 2004b)
included the facts about the twenty-five different varia-
tions or levels of the environmental factor of salinity
on plant of corn, as also evidenced by the visualization
of the clusters formed as a result of the data mining.

Other Useful Sources of Tools and
Projects for Microarray Informatics

. A bibliography on microarray data analysis cre-
ated as available on the Web by Li (2004) that
includes book and reprints for the last ten years.

. The Rosalind Franklin Centre for Genomics Re-
search (RFCGR) of the Medical Research Council
(MRC) (2004) in the UK provides a Web site with
links for data mining tools and descriptions of
their specific applications to gene expressions and
microarray databases for genomics and genetics.

. Reviews of data mining software as applied to
genetic microarray databases are included in an
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annotated list of references for microarray soft
ware review compiled by Leung etal. (2002).

. Web links for the statistical analysis of microarray
data are provided by van Helden (2004).

. Reid (2004) provides Web links of software tools
for microarray data analysis including image
analysis.

. Bio-IT World Journal Web site has a Microarray
Resource Center that includes a link of extensive

resources for microarray informatics at the Eu-
ropean Bioinformatics Institute (EBI).

FUTURE TRENDS

The wealth of resources available on the Web for
microarray informatics only supports the premise that
microarray informatics is a rapidly expanding field.
This growth is in both software and methods of analysis
that includes techniques of data mining.

Future research opportunities in microarray
informatics include the biotech applications for manu-
facture of plant-made-pharmaceuticals (PMP) and ge-
netically modified (GM) foods.

CONCLUSION

Because data within genome databases is composed of
micro-level components such as DNA, microarray data-
bases are a critical tool for analysis in biotechnology.
Data mining of microarray databases opens up this field
of microarray informatics as multi-facet tools for knowl-
edge discovery.
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KEY TERMS

Data Warehouses: A huge collection of consistent
data that is both subject-oriented and time variant, and
used in support of decision-making.

Genomic Databases: Organized collection of data
pertaining to the genetic material of an organism.

Metadata: Data about data, for example, data that
describes the properties or characteristics of other data.

MIAME (Minimal Information about a Microarray
Experiment): Defines whatinformation atleastshould bestored.

Microarray Databases: Store large amounts of com-
plex dataas generated by microarray experiments (e.g., DNA).

Microarray Informatics: The study of the use of
microarray databases to obtain information about experi-
mental data.

Microarray Markup Language (MAML): An XML
(Extensible Markup Language)-based format for com-
municating information about data from microarray
experiments.

Scientific and Statistical Data Mining: The use of
data and image analyses to investigate knowledge dis-
covery of patterns in the data.

Visual Data Mining: The use of computer gener-
ated graphics in both 2-D and 3-D for the use in knowl-
edge discovery of patterns in data.
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